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Synopsis

This straightforward introduction to criminal procedure combines case excerpts with clear, detailed
legal discussion and analysis to equip readers with a solid understanding of the field. Widely
acclaimed author Dr. Joel Samaha is known for his unique ability to help readers grasp the
complexities of law by clearly and carefully presenting all sides of an issue. The exciting new Ninth
Edition addresses the entire criminal procedure process--from search and seizure to post-conviction
sentencing and review by appellate courts--while providing new or expanded coverage of such key
topics as the changing political nature of the Supreme Court, forensic evidence, terrorism, enhanced

interrogation, military courts, immigration law, mass domestic violence, gun control, and more.
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Customer Reviews

Joel Samaha is University Distinguished Teaching Professor of Sociology at the University of
Minnesota, where he teaches Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure. He received his B.A. (History),
J.D., and Ph.D. (History) from Northwestern University and studied under Sir Geoffrey Elton at
Cambridge University, England. Professor Samaha was admitted to the lllinois Bar, briefly practiced
law in Chicago, and then taught at UCLA. In 1971, he joined the University of Minnesota, where he
served as Chair of the Department of Criminal Justice Studies for four years, taught television and
radio courses in criminal justice, co-taught a National Endowment for the Humanities seminar in
legal and constitutional history, was named College of Liberal Arts Distinguished Teacher in 1974,
and named University Distinguished Teaching Professor in 2007. Professor Samaha’s works have

appeared in Historical Journal, American Journal of Legal History, Minnesota Law Review, William



Mitchell Law Review, and Journal of Social History.

Book is very informative and covers many aspects of the criminal procedure. Lots of court cases to
learn from. However, | wish there was a answer key to the questions at the end of the chapter

because sometimes | cannot find the answers (although it is my fault for not being able to).

I’'m not the kind of person to buy books and read them for fun. This was a required text for a college

course. | passed the class with the help of this book so | am pleased.

This book is full of fascinating discussions of court rulings that changed American law. Professor
Samaha publishes new editions so that he can update the court cases and keep the book current.
As a professor, Joel Samaha is extremely down to Earth, and strongly opinionated. | think both
characteristics come across in his book, but regardless of whether you share his opinions, this text
will help you understand both sides of the arguments and form your own judgements. Even though |

had to buy this hardcover new, it was worth the money and | am not selling it.
There were quite a few typos in the book. For the cost of the text, | would have expected better
editing. The author’s politic agenda and attitude in regard to certain topics is evident in his writing. |

feel his one-sided approach to some topics is not conducive to learning in an acedemic setting.

Had to get for Criminal Procedure class. Good book. Lots of info and cases to see how the courts

got to where they are.

Recommended. Very well written. Good textbook for a first or second year college student

Needed it for class and it got here the day of.

It is an excellent, informative book.
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